High Peak Womens Aid Services

Accommodation Based Service – Refuge service

Our refuge offers safe, temporary accommodation and practical and emotional support to families experiencing domestic abuse. We have an open door policy. We encourage families to view our refuge as their home during their stay.They are funded by Derbyshire Supporting People.

Children’sand Younger Adults Services

The Child and Family Support Workers and Playworker are funded by Derbyshire County Council Children and Younger Adults Department. They offer a safe, caring and supportive service using the Every Child Matters framework. Every child is given the opportunity to reach their full potentialthrough creative and worthwhile activities. They offer an outreach service that offers support to children living in the community who are affected by domestic abuse. They work closely with schools, giving talks and raising awareness.

Floating Support

This service is funded by Derbyshire Supporting People Team and provides housing related support to 20 families at any one time.The main aim of the service is to assist the service users to live independently in their own accommodation away from their abuser. The practical and emotional support provided is based on individual need. Support is co-ordinated with other  agencies, this provides help with safety and security issues, legal matters, health finance, education and training.

 Domestic Violence Advice Service

The workers provide a valued service for women living in the High Peak who are experiencing the affects of domestic abuse. They often meet at secret locations to allow the women to discuss their problems and fears.They provide information to allow the women to move forward with their lives by liaising with other agencies such as health, housing and the police. The workers offer training and talks to other agencies and groups to raise awareness of the affects of domestic abuse.

Freedom Programme

All HPWA support staff are trained to facilitate the Freedom Programme. This programme is a twelve week course and each session is an hour. The aim of the course is to help women understand the mind set of  abusive men and by doing so help women gain self esteem and the confidence to improve their lives. Agencies are invited to a taster session of the programme to enable them to have an understanding of the programme and to feel confident in recommending it to their service users.

Counselling Service

HPWA offer a free confidential counselling service to women who have experienced domestic abuse. Volunteers, who are usually in their final year of their counselling qualification, make this valuable service available.

CAMEO (come and meet each other)

This informal friendly group meets fortnightly over lunch and is for women living in the local community who have experienced domestic abuse. It encourages women to make new friends and to combat feelings of isolation. The group hold planning meetings to organise fun and interesting activities, which have included DIY skills, exercise classes and craft sessions.
